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feelings for the other castes. And what has been the bane-
ful result of this parcelling of the Indian population into
innumerable divisions ? The vast continent of India with its-
hundreds of millions of inhabitants has for centuries been
the prey of predatory conquerors. Ever since Alexander
the Great conquered and humiliated India, her sovereigns-
have always been foreigners. India has had the unique
distinction of being in succession subject to the Scythians,
the Arabs, the Afghans, the Mongols, the Portuguese, the
Dutch, the French, and the British. A small body of foreig-
ners suffices to keep in check a host a thousand times
larger than itself. Not only have the Hindus lost all power
of resisting foreign invasion, they have also sunk into a state
of intellectual immobility. As Mr. Crozier has pointed out,
<( where caste is absolute, and the barriers that separate class.
from class are insurmountable, mere rank is everything, and
practical intellect, imitative, originality, and enterprise
being alike unavailing to help a man out of the sphere in
which he was born are held in a minimum of regard. The
consequence is that these nations have long sunk into a
settled and abiding intellectual stagnation."

Not satisfied with the pernicious results already produced,
the modern upholders of Hinduism attempt to buttress caste
by scientific props. Caste, they contend, has an ethno-
logical basis. The Sanskrit word for caste being vama^
which literally means colour, it is urged that between the
higher castes, the so-called Aryans, and the lower castes,
there is a racial opposition more or less absolute arising
from a difference in colour. Apparently these neo-advo-
cates of Hinduism are not acquainted with the fact that
difference in colour does not represent any essential differ-
ence in quality.  The microscope reveals no difference
between the blond and the black.   The human skin,.
whether it be the skin of the darkest Negro or of the whitest
European, always contains only dark pigment. The colour
of the white European is not produced by milk or the ichor
of the gods of antiquity. The pigment is everywhere the
same, and it is always dark. It differs not in quality, but
only in quantity. In some cases the quantity of pigment i&
so large that it makes its appearance on the surface, while